
U.S. TRAVEL AND TOURISM BALANCE OF TRADE: Africa
 Receipts (Exports) and Payments (Imports) 

2010-2019(p)

[Millions of U.S. Dollars]

Receipts (Exports) 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019(p)

Total Travel and Tourism-Related Exports(1) $3,300 $3,694 $3,797 $4,569 $5,200 $5,588 $5,704 $5,807 $5,909 $5,718
% Change 4% 12% 3% 20% 14% 7% 2% 2% 2% ‐3%

Travel (for all purposes including education)(2)(3) $2,777 $3,051 $3,089 $3,821 $4,304 $4,681 $4,848 $4,882 $4,927 $4,753

% Change 2% 10% 1% 24% 13% 9% 4% 1% 1% ‐4%

Of Which: Education Related(4) $1,100 $1,135 $1,145 $1,210 $1,296 $1,457 $1,581 $1,766 $1,891 OCT

% Change 3% 3% 1% 6% 7% 12% 9% 12% 7% OCT

Of Which: Medical/Short-Term Workers(5) $84 $88 $98 $99 $110 $109 $129 $130 $148 OCT

% Change ‐50% 5% 11% 1% 11% ‐1% 18% 1% 14% OCT

Of Which: Other Business/Other Personal Travel(6) $1,593 $1,828 $1,846 $2,512 $2,898 $3,115 $3,138 $2,986 $2,888 OCT

% Change 8% 15% 1% 36% 15% 7% 1% ‐5% ‐3% OCT

Passenger Air Transport(7) $523 $643 $708 $748 $896 $907 $856 $925 $982 $965

% Change 12% 23% 10% 6% 20% 1% ‐6% 8% 6% ‐2%

Payments (Imports) 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019(p)

Total Travel and Tourism-Related Imports (1) $3,910 $4,315 $4,377 $4,589 $4,556 $4,616 $4,885 $5,303 $5,796 $6,218
% Change ‐10% 10% 1% 5% ‐1% 1% 6% 9% 9% 7%

Travel (for all purposes including education) (2)(3) $3,334 $3,658 $3,700 $3,887 $3,774 $3,803 $4,036 $4,444 $4,868 $5,263

% Change ‐13% 10% 1% 5% ‐3% 1% 6% 10% 10% 8%

Of Which: Education Related(4) $245 $246 $261 $277 $251 $238 $282 $315 $345 OCT

% Change 8% 0% 6% 6% ‐9% ‐5% 18% 12% 10% OCT

Of Which: Medical/Short-Term Workers(5) $31 $33 $33 $34 $36 $37 $38 $39 $41 OCT

% Change 3% 6% 0% 3% 6% 3% 3% 3% 5% OCT

Of Which: Other Business/Other Personal Travel(6) $3,058 $3,379 $3,406 $3,576 $3,487 $3,528 $3,716 $4,090 $4,482 OCT

% Change ‐15% 10% 1% 5% ‐2% 1% 5% 10% 10% OCT

Passenger Air Transport(7) $576 $657 $677 $702 $782 $813 $849 $859 $928 $955

% Change 12% 14% 3% 4% 11% 4% 4% 1% 8% 3%

Balance of Trade 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019(p)

Balance of Trade ‐$610 ‐$621 ‐$580 ‐$20 $644 $972 $819 $504 $113 ‐$500

(p) Preliminary; (r) Revised.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, National Travel and Tourism Office from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, March 2020.

3 All travel purposes include 1) business travel, including expenditures by border, seasonal, and other short-term workers and 2) personal travel, including health-related and education-related travel, along with 
spending on day-trips (less than one night).

1 Total Travel and Tourism Exports/Imports represents the sum of 'Travel' + 'Passenger Air Transport' exports/imports (what international visitors spent while here + what they spent to get here).

2 Travel: These accounts cover purchases of goods and services by U.S. persons traveling abroad and by foreign travelers in the United States for business or personal reasons. These goods and services 
include food, lodging, recreation, gifts, entertainment, local transportation in the country of travel, and other items incidental to a foreign visit. 

7 Fares received for the transport of nonresidents by U.S. air carriers between the United States and foreign countries and between two foreign points (exports), and the transport of U.S. residents by foreign air 
carriers between the United States and foreign countries (imports).

4 All costs foreign students incur in the United States, including tuition at a U.S. institution.

6 This category includes business travel other than expenditures by border, seasonal, and other short-term workers, and personal travel other than education-related travel and health-related travel.

5 International standards now use a broader definition of travel than previously used, which includes education-related and health-related travel, as well as expenditures on goods and services by border, 
seasonal, and other short-term workers in the United States. For more information, please visit: http://travel.trade.gov/pdf/restructuring-travel.pdf 


