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International Visitor Spending

International Visitor Spending in the United States: 2009

U.S. Travel and Tourism Exports: The 
Single Largest Annual Decline in ‘09

Total international visitor spend-
ing in the United States dropped 
precipitously in 2009, resulting in 

a record-setting year-over-year decline 
of nearly $21 billion (15%). For perspec-
tive, the tragic attacks of September 11, 
2001, facilitated a $13.3 billion decline in 
U.S. travel and tourism-
related exports (13%) 
when compared to 
2000.  In total (travel re-
ceipts + passenger fare 
receipts), international 
visitors spent $121.1 
billion experiencing the 
United States in 2009, 
averaging nearly $1.7 billion less a month.

Travel receipts—purchases of travel and 
tourism-related goods and services by in-
ternational visitors traveling in the United 
States—totaled $94.2 billion for the year, 
a decrease of 14% when compared to 
2008. These goods and services include 
food, lodging, recreation, gifts, entertain-
ment, local transportation in the United 
States, and other items incidental to for-
eign travel.

Passenger fare receipts—fares received 
by U.S. carriers (and U.S. vessel operators) 
from international visitors—decreased 15 
percent to $26.9 billion for the year.  How-
ever, U.S. resident spending on foreign 
carriers declined more so (20%), and the 

United States gener-
ated a balance of trade 
surplus for passenger 
fares for the first time in 
more than a decade.

U.K. visitor spending 
in the United States 
dropped appreciably 

in 2009; indeed, U.K. visitors spent nearly 
$5 billion less (27%) in the United States in 
2009 than they spent in 2008.

To put this decrease in perspective, the 
decline in total U.K. visitor spending sur-
passes the declines from Africa and the 
entire Asia and Pacific region...combined.

2009 proved to be a very difficult year for 
U.S. travel and tourism industries. 
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...that the U.S. travel and tour-
ism industry generates nearly 
$1.3 trillion in economic out-
put for the U.S. economy each 
year?

...that U.S. travel and tourism-
related industries support more 
than 8.2 million American jobs?

...that the United States wel-
comed nearly 54.9 million 
international visitors in 2009?

...that in 2009 international 
visitors spent more than $121 
billion experiencing the United 
States?

...that travel and tourism 
exports account for 24% of U.S. 
services exports and 8% of all 
U.S. exports?

...that the United States enjoys 
a $22 billion travel and tourism 
balance of trade surplus?

Did You Know...?

Travel and Tourism Stats-at-a-Glance
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U.S. Travel and Tourism Trade: 2009p

International Visitor Spending (Exports) and U.S. Spending Abroad (Imports)
[Millions of U.S. Dollars]

Country / Region

Exports Imports
Balance 
of TradeTravel 

Receipts

Passenger 
Fare

Receipts

Total Travel 
& Tourism 

Receipts

2009/2008 
Change 

(%)

Travel 
Payments

Passenger 
Fare

Payments

Total Travel 
& Tourism 
Payments

2009/2008 
Change 

(%)

Total (All Countries) $94,194 $26,878 $121,072 -15% $73,077 $25,996 $99,073 -12% $21,999

Canada $12,833 $3,384 $16,217 -13% $5,906 $319 $6,225 -15% $9,992

Europe $30,521 $8,955 $39,476 -20% $21,169 $11,589 $32,758 -18% $6,718

Belgium-Luxembourg $673 $337 $1,010 -19% $192 $79 $271 -17% $739

France $3,298 $934 $4,232 -12% $2,282 $1,410 $3,692 -28% $540

Germany $4,455 $1,143 $5,598 -16% $2,452 $2,293 $4,745 -25% $853

Italy $2,145 $806 $2,951 -20% $3,077 $477 $3,554 -15% -$603

Netherlands $1,329 $519 $1,848 -17% $1,093 $650 $1,743 -21% $105

United Kingdom $9,279 $2,851 $12,130 -27% $4,449 $3,415 $7,864 -25% $4,266

Latin America and Other 
Western Hemisphere $22,869 $7,518 $30,387 -10% $23,491 $3,218 $26,709 -10% $3,678

South and Central America $19,529 $6,702 $26,231 -10% $17,939 $2,535 $20,474 -11% $5,757

Argentina $1,132 $516 $1,648 -5% $626 $69 $695 -11% $953

Brazil $3,094 $1,155 $4,249 2% $917 $256 $1,173 -8% $3,076

Mexico $6,048 $2,291 $8,339 -14% $8,630 $697 $9,327 -16% -$988

Venezuela $1,752 $648 $2,400 -11% $283 $66 $349 -13% $2,051
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...Continued

1 The European Union includes Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom; beginning with 1995, it also includes Austria, Finland, and Sweden; and beginning with 2004, it also includes Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia.

2 Excludes Mexico & Canada.
(p) Preliminary data subject to future revisions.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (April 2010).

Country / Region

Exports Imports
Balance 
of TradeTravel 

Receipts

Passenger 
Fare

Receipts

Total Travel 
& Tourism 

Receipts

2009/2008 
Change 

(%)

Travel 
Payments

Passenger 
Fare

Payments

Total Travel 
& Tourism 
Payments

2009/2008 
Change 

(%)

Africa $1,513 $441 $1,954 -11% $3,229 $503 $3,732 22% -$1,778

South Africa $285 $100 $385 -5% $672 $127 $799 15% -$414

Other $1,228 $341 $1,569 -12% $2,557 $376 $2,933 24% -$1,364

Middle East $2,722 $389 $3,111 -9% $2,495 $1,709 $4,204 20% -$1,093

Asia and Pacific $23,736 $6,190 $29,926 -13% $16,787 $8,658 $25,445 -11% $4,481

Australia $2,825 $482 $3,307 -11% $1,364 $748 $2,112 -11% $1,195

China $2,677 $819 $3,496 -3% $2,246 $499 $2,745 -8% $751

Hong Kong $401 $104 $505 -27% $1,116 $1,246 $2,362 -26% -$1,857

India $2,570 $1,013 $3,583 -16% $2,459 $220 $2,679 -3% $904

Japan $9,331 $3,550 $12,881 -11% $3,535 $1,311 $4,846 -7% $8,035

Republic of Korea $2,347 $100 $2,447 -11% $1,284 $1,723 $3,007 4% -$560

Singapore $387 $4 $391 -30% $392 $220 $612 -19% -$221

Taiwan $894 $2 $896 -24% $836 $1,306 $2,142 -23% -$1,246

Addenda:

European Union1 $27,750 $8,103 $35,853 -21% $18,833 $10,695 $29,528 -20% $6,325

Overseas2 $75,313 $21,203 $96,516 -15% $58,541 $24,980 $83,521 -11% $12,995

U.S. Travel and Tourism Trade: 2009p

[Millions of U.S. Dollars]



Export Categories (Goods) 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Goods Exports $806,161 $892,337 $1,015,812 $1,138,384 $1,276,994 $1,045,543
Capital Goods $327,540 $358,426 $404,026 $433,019 $457,655 $390,408
Industrial Supplies and Materials $203,917 $233,056 $276,081 $316,403 $388,073 $296,355
Consumer Goods $103,238 $115,285 $129,081 $145,975 $161,292 $150,031
Food, Feeds, and Beverages $56,570 $58,955 $65,962 $84,264 $108,349 $93,974
Automotive Vehicles, Engines & Parts $89,213 $98,406 $107,263 $121,264 $121,451 $81,627
Other Goods $25,683 $28,209 $33,399 $37,459 $40,174 $33,148 

U.S. Goods Exports: 2004-2009 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

U.S. Services Exports: 2004-2009 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Export Categories (Services) 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Services Exports $353,072 $389,122 $435,873 $504,784 $549,602 $509,175
Other Services $166,003 $180,677 $211,096 $246,724 $257,345 $258,750
Travel and Tourism $93,397 $102,769 $107,825 $122,686 $141,713 $121,072

Travel $74,546 $81,799 $85,789 $97,050 $110,090 $94,194
Passenger Fares $18,851 $20,970 $22,036 $25,636 $31,623 $26,878

Royalties and License Fees $56,715 $64,395 $70,727 $83,824 $91,599 $84,418
Other Transportation $36,957 $41,281 $46,225 $51,550 $58,945 $44,935

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Goods & Services Exports $1,159,233 $1,281,460 $1,451,684 $1,643,168 $1,826,596 $1,554,718
Tourism as a % of  Total Exports 8.1% 8.0% 7.4% 7.5% 7.8% 7.8%
Tourism as a % of  Total Service Exports 26.5% 26.4% 24.7% 24.3% 25.8% 23.8%

 

The Contribution of Travel and Tourism: 2004-2009 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)
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U.S. Travel & Tourism Trends: International Visitor Spending

(p) Preliminary data subject to future revisions.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (April 2010).



Import Categories (Goods) 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Goods Imports $1,477,996 $1,683,188 $1,863,072 $1,969,375 $2,117,245 $1,562,588
Industrial Supplies and Materials $412,935 $524,527 $602,538 $639,353 $786,394 $461,773
Consumer Goods $377,146 $411,534 $446,146 $478,201 $484,727 $430,684
Capital Goods $344,484 $380,739 $419,951 $446,030 $455,187 $369,802
Automotive Vehicles, Engines & Parts $228,163 $239,449 $256,627 $259,239 $233,764 $159,971
Food, Feeds, and Beverages $62,143 $68,094 $74,938 $81,683 $88,997 $81,590
Other Goods $53,125 $58,845 $62,872 $64,869 $68,176 $58,768 

U.S. Goods Imports 2004-2009 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

U.S. Services Imports 2004-2009 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Import Categories (Services) 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Services Imports $291,224 $313,540 $348,972 $375,215 $405,287 $370,759
Other Services $123,329 $131,872 $160,531 $178,668 $194,188 $193,140
Travel and Tourism $90,468 $95,119 $99,605 $104,791 $112,340 $99,073

Travel $65,750 $68,970 $72,104 $76,354 $79,743 $73,077
Passenger Fares $24,718 $26,149 $27,501 $28,437 $32,597 $25,996

Other Transportation $54,161 $61,937 $65,318 $67,100 $72,143 $54,688
Royalties and License Fees $23,266 $24,612 $23,518 $24,656 $26,616 $23,858

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Goods & Services Imports $1,769,220 $1,996,728 $2,212,043 $2,344,590 $2,522,532 $1,933,347

Tourism as a % of  Total Imports 5.1% 4.8% 4.5% 4.5% 4.5% 5.1%
Tourism as a % of Total Service Imports 31.1% 30.3% 28.5% 27.9% 27.7% 26.7%

 

The Contribution of Travel and Tourism: 2004-2009(Millions of U.S. Dollars)
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(p) Preliminary data subject to future revisions.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (April 2010).



Categories (Goods) 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Goods Imports -$671,835 -$790,851 -$847,260 -$830,991 -$840,251 -$517,045
Capital Goods -$16,944 -$22,313 -$15,925 -$13,011 $2,468 $20,606
Food, Feeds, and Beverages -$5,573 -$9,139 -$8,976 $2,581 $19,352 $12,384
Other Goods -$27,442 -$30,636 -$29,473 -$27,410 -$28,002 -$25,620
Automotive Vehicles, Engines & Parts -$138,950 -$141,043 -$149,364 -$137,975 -$112,313 -$78,344
Industrial Supplies and Materials -$209,018 -$291,471 -$326,457 -$322,950 -$398,321 -$165,418
Consumer Goods -$273,908 -$296,249 -$317,065 -$332,226 -$323,435 -$280,653

Balance of Trade (Goods) 2004-2009 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Balance of Trade (Services) 2004-2009 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Categories (Services) 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009p

Total Services Balance $61,848 $75,582 $86,901 $129,569 $144,315 $138,416
Other Services $42,674 $48,805 $50,565 $68,056 $63,157 $65,610
Royalties and License Fees $33,449 $39,783 $47,209 $59,168 $64,983 $60,560
Travel and Tourism $2,929 $7,650 $8,220 $17,895 $29,373 $21,999

Travel $8,796 $12,829 $13,685 $20,696 $30,347 $21,117
Passenger Fares -$5,867 -$5,179 -$5,465 -$2,801 -$974 $882

Other Transportation -$17,204 -$20,656 -$19,093 -$15,550 -$13,198 -$9,753
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U.S. Travel & Tourism Trends: International Visitor Spending

(p) Preliminary data subject to future revisions.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (April 2010).



Country/Region
2008

Receipts 
(Exports)

2009
Receipts 
(Exports)

Change
 ($)

Change 
(%)

% of Total 
Spending

Cumulative 
% of Total

Rank 
(Total Exports)

Total (All Countries) $141,713 $121,072 -$20,641 -15% … … …
Canada $18,664 $16,217 -$2,447 -13% 13% 13% 1
Japan $14,554 $12,881 -$1,673 -11% 11% 24% 2
United Kingdom $16,716 $12,130 -$4,586 -27% 10% 34% 3
Mexico $9,742 $8,339 -$1,403 -14% 7% 41% 4
Germany $6,683 $5,598 -$1,085 -16% 5% 46% 5
Brazil $4,162 $4,249 $87 2% 4% 49% 6
France $4,782 $4,232 -$550 -12% 3% 53% 7
India $4,289 $3,583 -$706 -16% 3% 56% 8
China $3,614 $3,496 -$118 -3% 3% 58% 9
Australia $3,733 $3,307 -$426 -11% 3% 61% 10

International Visitor Spending: Top 10 Markets (Millions of U.S. Dollars)
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U.S. Travel & Tourism Trends: International Visitor Spending

(p) Preliminary data subject to future revisions.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (April 2010).
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