
U.S. TRAVEL AND TOURISM BALANCE OF TRADE: Overseas

 Receipts (Exports) and Payments (Imports) 

2007-2016
(r)

[Millions of U.S. Dollars]

Receipts (Exports) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
(r)

2015
(r)

2016
(r)

Total Travel and Tourism-Related Exports
(1) $109,799 $127,400 $113,959 $130,076 $146,253 $156,939 $172,935 $190,042 $203,985 $203,667

% Change 15% 16% -11% 14% 12% 7% 10% 10% 7% 0%

Travel (for all purposes including education)
(2)(3) $90,136 $102,343 $93,132 $105,988 $117,062 $125,374 $140,126 $154,610 $170,562 $172,545

% Change 15% 14% -9% 14% 10% 7% 12% 10% 10% 1%

Of Which: Education Related
(4) $14,760 $16,653 $18,341 - $21,475 $23,479 $25,960 $29,398 $34,079 OCT

% Change 9% 13% 10% - - 9% 11% 13% 16% OCT

Of Which: Medical/Short-Term Workers
(5) $3,115 $3,273 $3,013 - $2,434 $2,628 $2,857 $2,610 $3,383 OCT

% Change -6% 5% -8% - - 8% 9% -9% 30% OCT

Of Which: Other Business/Other Personal Travel
(5) $72,261 $82,417 $71,778 $84,123 $93,153 $99,267 $111,309 $122,602 $133,100 OCT

% Change 17% 14% -13% 17% 11% 7% 12% 10% 9% OCT

Passenger Air Transport
(6) $19,663 $25,057 $20,827 $24,088 $29,191 $31,565 $32,809 $35,432 $33,423 $31,122

% Change 18% 27% -17% 16% 21% 8% 4% 8% -6% -7%

Payments (Imports) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
(r)

2015
(r)

2016
(r)

Total Travel and Tourism-Related Imports 
(1) $93,166 $100,593 $86,036 $92,170 $98,636 $110,819 $109,986 $117,838 $123,293 $133,476

% Change 6% 8% -14% 7% 7% 12% -1% 7% 5% 8%

Travel (for all purposes including education) 
(2)(3) $70,756 $74,552 $65,502 $69,919 $73,226 $82,877 $80,010 $85,453 $90,978 $99,610

% Change 7% 5% -12% 7% 5% 13% -3% 7% 6% 9%

Of Which: Education Related 
(4) $4,312 $4,709 $4,734 $5,051 $5,392 $5,680 $6,105 $6,563 $6,833 OCT

% Change 6% 9% 1% 7% 7% 5% 7% 8% 4% OCT

Of Which: Medical/Short-Term Workers
(5) $1,251 $1,349 $1,425 $1,549 $1,675 $1,812 $1,952 $1,962 $393 OCT

% Change 8% 8% 6% 9% 8% 8% 8% 1% -80% OCT

Of Which: Other Business/Other Personal Travel
(5) $65,193 $68,494 $59,343 $63,319 $66,159 $75,385 $71,953 $76,928 $83,752 OCT

% Change 7% 5% -13% 7% 4% 14% -5% 7% 9% OCT

Passenger Air Transport 
(6) $22,410 $26,041 $20,534 $22,251 $25,410 $27,942 $29,976 $32,385 $32,315 $33,866

% Change 5% 16% -21% 8% 14% 10% 7% 8% 0% 5%

Balance of Trade 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
(r)

2015
(r)

2016
(r)

Balance of Trade $16,633 $26,807 $27,923 $37,906 $47,617 $46,120 $62,949 $72,204 $80,692 $70,191

(r) Revised. Passenger fares estimates produced by the National Travel and Tourism Office for 2016 will be replaced with revised estimates in October.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, National Travel and Tourism Office from the Bureau of Economic Analysis, June 2017.

6
 This category includes business travel other than expenditures by border, seasonal, and other short-term workers, and personal travel other than education-related travel and health-related travel.

7
 Fares received for the transport of nonresidents by U.S. air carriers between the United States and foreign countries and between two foreign points (exports), and the transport of U.S. residents by foreign air carriers between the United States and 

foreign countries (imports).

1
 Total Travel and Tourism Exports/Imports represents the sum of 'Travel' + 'Passenger Air Transport' exports/imports (what international visitors spent while here + what they spent to get here).

2
 Travel: These accounts cover purchases of goods and services by U.S. persons traveling abroad and by foreign travelers in the United States for business or personal reasons. These goods and services include food, lodging, recreation, gifts, 

entertainment, local transportation in the country of travel, and other items incidental to a foreign visit. 

3
 All travel purposes include 1) business travel, including expenditures by border, seasonal, and other short-term workers and 2) personal travel, including health-related and education-related travel, along with spending on day-trips (less than one 

night).

4
 All costs foreign students incur in the United States, including tuition at a U.S. institution.

5
 International standards now use a broader definition of travel than previously used, which includes education-related and health-related travel, as well as expenditures on goods and services by border, seasonal, and other short-term workers in the 

United States. For more information, please visit: http://travel.trade.gov/pdf/restructuring-travel.pdf 


